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A Special Calling 
I can provide perfectly rational reasons for my career 

choice…But really, it is to have even a glancing 
connection to people who face these terrible diseases 
with dignity, and in so doing, give value to the lives of 

everyone around them.  

—Dr. Mikkael A. Sekeres 

Sekeres, M. A. (2010). J Clin Oncol, 28(36), 5348-5349. 
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A Special Calling 
•  In 2007, the Journal of Oncology Practice published 
the results of a workforce-based study  

•  This study projected that the demand for oncology 
services would significantly exceed the supply of 
services that could be provided 

•  Advanced practice providers were named as a part of 
the solution to narrow this gap 

Erikson, C., et al. (2007). J Oncol Pract, 3(2), 79-86. 
 

  

  

  

  

Making a Difference 
•  In 2013, the Journal of Oncology Practice published a 
study looking at the quality of care provided on Attending 
MD-PA service compared to a traditional house officer-
based model 

•  ICU transfers and mortality rates were equivalent 
between the two services 

•  Statistically significant decreased length of stay, 
readmission rates, and requested consults were seen on 
the MD-PA service 

Glotzbecker, B. E., et al. (2013). J Oncol Pract, 9(5), e228-e233. 
 

  

  

  

  

Challenge = Opportunity 
•  In January 2014, the Journal of Oncology Practice 
published an update to the 2007 workforce study 

•   Demand for oncology services is still expected to 
exceed supply 

•  Increasing productivity will be key 

“More collaborative and coordinated care by 
oncologists, radiation oncologists, and advanced 
practice providers may increase productivity” 

•  The ACA will likely further increase demand for 
oncology services 

Yang, W., et al. (2014). J Oncol Pract, 10(1), 39-46. 
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Optimize 
…make the fruits of science and the art of healing more 

readily available to people in sore need of them.   

—Dr. Paul Farmer 
To Repair the World 

  

  

  

  

Advocate 
There are risks and costs to a program of action, but 

they are far less than the long range risks and costs of 
comfortable inaction.  

—John F. Kennedy 
 

  

  

  

  

Mentor 
Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other.  

—John F. Kennedy 
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Collaborate 
With rare exceptions, all of your most important 

achievements on this planet will come from working with 
others—or, in a word, partnership.  

 
—Dr. Paul Farmer 

To Repair the World 

 

  

  

  

  

Thank you! 
I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to my 

patients, who inspire me every day, and to the many 
mentors and peers with whom I have had the honor and 

joy of working throughout my career. 

 
 

 


